Pneumococcal vaccination can prevent severe illness and death from pneumococcal disease.
Why Vaccinate for Pneumococcal Disease?
Pneumococcal disease refers to any infection caused by a type of bacteria called Streptococcus pneumoniae. These bacteria commonly affect the lungs, causing pneumonia, and can also affect the sinuses, ears, and other parts of the airway, causing sinusitis, ear infections, or upper respiratory tract infections. These infections are generally not life threatening.
However,insomepeople,pneumococcaldiseasecanbesevereand life threatening. These are usually cases that affect the brain, causing meningitis, or spread through the bloodstream, causing sepsis. These cases of severe pneumococcal disease, also referred to as invasive pneumococcal disease, can be decreased by getting vaccinated.
Who Should Be Vaccinated for Pneumococcal Disease?
Children and adults older than 65 years have a higher chance of getting pneumococcal disease. Therefore, vaccination efforts are focused on these 2 groups of people.
Two types of pneumococcal vaccines are currently recommended in the United States. One is the 23-valent pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine (PPSV23; Pneumovax 23) and the other is the 13-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV13; Prevnar 13). As of September 2014, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommends that • All children younger than 5 years should get the PCV13 vaccine. • All adults aged 65 years or older should get both the PCV13 and the PPSV23 vaccines (but not at the same time 
